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Church an incubator for justice activism
by Eustace Durrett
and Ike M. Thacker IV
Proudly emblazoned on the official 2001
centennial seal of Saint William Catholic
Church are the apt words, “A Peacemaking
Community;” and indeed the congregation
and administration of Saint William are the
most progressive and socially conscious in
the Roman Catholic Church’s Louisville
Archdiocese. Peace and justice are paramount for the church and its pastoral administrator, Sharan Benton.
One would hardly expect such from
looking at the buildings that constitute the
church complex, which consists of the
church itself, an undistinguished red brick
structure of Norman-Gothic design; a commonplace wooden rectory house; an empty
two-story boxlike building that once housed
a school and then Dismas Charities (a sort
of halfway house for non-violent offenders); and an unremarkable gymnasium. The
church is located at 13th and Oak in the
California neighborhood of Louisville. It
is surrounded by a railroad overpass, a
former railroad roundhouse, and a heavily
industrialized neighborhood.
The only signs one used to see in the
churchyard in the 1940s and 1950s, we
know from the memory of one of the
authors, were for bingo, fish fries, and
summer picnics. As for the interior of the
church, it was organized with the traditional
rows of pews facing an ornate altar with a
statue of the Virgin Mary on one side and
a sculpture of Saint Joseph on the other.
Well, the signs one sees now are such
as the one saying with regard to Afghanistan
and Iraq, “Support Our Troops: Bring Them
Home.” And the altar is still there but has
been moved forward, and the statues are
gone. The pews have been replaced by a
semicircle arrangement of some 175 folding
chairs with a musical stage in the center of
them, the better to allow for all members to
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St. William Church, a Catholic
parish in Louisville’s California
neighborhood, has been a
powerful force for peace, justice
and ecumenism since the 1960s.
sing and celebrate with music (the church
has no officially-designated choir).
Obviously, things change. In 1962
Saint William’s elementary school closed
and the Sisters of Mercy who had staffed it
left the parish; by 1966, additional encroachment into the surrounding neighborhood by industry and the lure of other
parishes had left the church with a mere 85
parishioners. The archdiocese considered
closure. To effect this, it sent a new priest,
Ben O’Connor, to the parish.

Father O’Connor, though, decided
differently. To him, Saint William looked
like a perfect place to implement the spirit
of Vatican II, and so he did, making Saint
William the first parish in Louisville to do
so. This included switching from Latin to
English in Masses and the repositioning of
the priest to face the parishioners. Nuns
also shed traditional their garb and more
women began participation in the church
(today, of the three primary administrators
of the church, two are women). With these
changes, came parishioners from all around
the Louisville metropolitan area, and Saint
William experienced a renaissance.
It also began to swing into social action.
St. William founded New Directions
Housing Corporation to develop low-cost
housing for the poor and needy; since then
New Directions has become the largest
non-profit housing corporation in
Kentucky. Saint William Neighborhood
Center (now GuardiaCare) was set up as a
social service agency to care for the poor
and needy of the neighborhood, and the
church set up Camp Shenandoah for day
outings and camping for inner-city youth.
Parishioners supported the Vietnam peace
movement, issuing a public statement
against the war that was published in the
Courier-Journal, forming study groups, and
sending a letter to the bishops condemning
the war.
Saint William also sought the spirit of
Vatican II in liturgical celebrations by
holding Seder Meals led by a rabbi, sharing
the Sunday pulpit with ministers of other
denominations, and encouraging the full
liturgical participation of all members.
These innovations of the 1970s were
followed during the next decade by an
age of global solidarity at Saint William.
The parish adopted a Peace Making Covenant with its membership to be a peacemaking community, and fought against
(continued on page 7)
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A long course
to equality
Justice resource Center director
Rev. Louis Coleman tells a
passerby outside the Valhalla
Golf Club last month of the lack
of opportunity for AfricanAmerican vendors at the
Louisville club, where the PGA
of America recently held a
seniors event. Protestors said
they knew of only one area
African-American vendor who
earned income (about $1,500)
from the multi-million dollar
event. They asked for petition
signatures. Call (502) 776-7688
for more information.

Rights supporters gear up to fight anti-gay amendment
To help the No on the Amendment campaign, contact Sarah Reece at (502) 533-0037
or sarah@noamendmentky.com. Or call the Fairness Campaign at (502) 893-0788.
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tuckians will work tirelessly – campaigning
with voters at their doorsteps – to ensure that
this measure is soundly defeated in November and strengthen fairness and equality in all
120 Kentucky counties.”

A couple in Mays Lick, Ky. said in the
news release they know firsthand why equal
marriage rights are needed.
Sherri Arms and Lynn Chaney said their
13-year-old daughter Amber was denied
medical attention after breaking her arm because the hospital didn’t consider Chaney,
who took Amber there, to be a parent qualified to give consent for treatment.
(continued on page 5)
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Organizers are also bringing in a
proven battler for human rights to lead the
effort. The campaign hired Sarah Reece, a
veteran national organizer and Kentucky
native with a track record of helping defeat
anti-gay initiatives in many states.
“I’m very excited to bring my experience home to lead this massive and dynamic
campaign,” Reece said. “While I’m very
disappointed that this discriminatory legislation is being placed on the ballot, I’m equally
confident that a majority of fair-minded Ken-

Call F.O.R. at 502/458-8056

Backers of equality for lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgendered Kentuckians are
vigorously seeking volunteers to help defeat
a proposed state constitutional amendment
on the ballot in November that would prohibit Kentucky from issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples or granting civil
unions or domestic partnerships.
NO on the Amendment, a group formed
in May, is calling fairness backers around the
state to organize a network to mobilize Kentuckians against the amendment.
“A primary goal will be to work with
thousands of volunteers statewide to
identify and get voters to the polls in
November to vote no on the amendment,”
a news release said.

Palestinian art center giving hope seeks backing in US
by George Morrison
FORsooth editor

AbdelFattah Abu-Srour teaches the
art of theater and other subjects in a rented
house in occupied Palestine that is so small
it is dwarfed by the Frankfort Avenue coffee
house in which he talked in May during a
stop on a U.S. tour about his attempts to
move his operation to a permanent location.
“The center would probably fit in this
room three times,” said Carla Wallace of
Louisville, who is backing Abu-Srour’s
efforts to build a bigger, better Al-Rowwad
Cultural & Theatre Training Center at the
Aida Refugee Camp in Bethlehem.
Wallace knows this from firsthand experience. She and others were part of a
delegation to Palestine and Israel in 2002,
including her sister Sharon Wallace, mother
Sonia deVries and Louisvillian Angelyn
Rudd – and all visited the center during the
deadly Israeli offensive.
“Carla is part of the family and Angela
and Sharon and her mother,” Abu-Srour
said. “They shared with us very difficult
moments, so it is not easy to forget them.”
He and backers are hoping to raise
money and gather other forms of support to
allow the center to buy land and build a

— photos by Eddie Davis

AbdelFattah Abu-Srour
permanent home and to bring its students
on a U.S. tour next year, Abu-Srour said.
He said anyone interested in helping
should contact Wallace, who said she and
many U.S. activists are beginning to network over the center’s future.

Jean and George Edwards
receive Dominican award
by Eustace Durrett
and Ike M. Thacker IV
Citing their courageous stands for justice against a powerful status quo, the Dominican Sisters of St. Catharine, Ky. gave
Jean and George Edwards the 2004
Catherine of Siena Award. The presentation was made Sunday, May 16, at St.
Catharine College, St. Catharine, Ky., between Bardstown and Springfield.
George Edwards is the first male
recipient of the Award and the Edwards are
the first couple to win it.
George Edwards is Professor Emeritus
of the Louisville Presbyterian Seminary.
Jean Edwards is co-founder of the
Louisville Chapter of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation and a long-time civil rights
and peace activist in the Louisville area.
In presenting the Award to the Edwards,
the Dominican order said: “In a world blinded
by the complacency of the status quo, Jean
and George Edwards stand, courageously
and consistently, as twin beacons of truth in
the style of Catherine of Siena.”
Their general and active commitment
to peace-making, their involvement in the
founding of the Louisville chapter of the
FOR, their involvement with every civil
rights protest held in Louisville and their
multiple acts of civil disobedience in support of the oppressed were stressed. It was
also pointed out that their intolerance for
injustice spurred them to raise monies for
DNA testing that eventually freed William
Gregory, a Louisville man falsely imprisoned for two crimes he did not commit.
In conclusion, the presenters said:
“Jean and George truly exemplify, with
their lives and mission, the faith, courage,
honesty, and pursuit of truth which
characterize both Catherine of Siena and

the Dominicans of St. Catharine, Ky.”
In accepting the award, Jean Edwards
recounted her own 60-year involvement in
anti-nuclear advocacy and spoke of
Catherine’s work as a peacemaker, of
Catherine’s contribution to ending the fourteenth-century schism within the church
and of the early and strong support by St.
Catherine College and the Dominican nuns
of the Louisville chapter of the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. In concluding, Jean
Edwards pointed out: “Her [Catherine’s]
constant message to those in authority was
that if they wanted to be good rulers they
had to practice justice. We have this challenge ever before us still today.”
George Edwards in his acceptance
detailed many incidents in Catherine’s life,
especially her piety and dedication to justice. Dr. Edwards concluded: “One of the
many arresting illustrations in her biography is a stone carving with three figures.
One is a large, muscular male (obviously
the executioner) holding a heavy sword.
The accused young man, Nicolo di Toldo,
bows in holy terror of the powerful blade
soon to fall on his trembling neck. His
crime? He has spoken ‘insultingly of the
Sienese authorities.’ Catherine bows also
with the prisoner in prayerful intercession
moments before the blade ends his life.
“And who should doubt that if we
today, all of those Christian communions
who have disavowed the death penalty,
should work resolutely and unitedly to end
this medieval, brutal practice, the prayers
of Catherine of Siena would be more than
answered...I would affirm without
reservation that Catherine’s vision accords
in full with that of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
[that] the choice is no longer between
violence and nonviolence but between
nonviolence and nonexistence.”

“What we’re looking at is setting up a
Friends of Al-Rowwad, which would be
individuals, organizations who may do other
work as well in the world of peace and justice
making but want to be part of helping make
such a project happen in whatever way, either
by participating, organizing something in
their own community, sending donations,
whatever. And we’re meeting with a variety
of folks in Louisville about what those possibilities might be,” she said.
Abu-Srour said cramped space is far
from the only difficulty that has befallen
his center, where students study and perform theater, dance and puppet shows,
study English and French and use computers and a library.
During the offensive, Israeli soldiers
ransacked the house and destroyed the center’s
computers and cameras, Abu-Srour said
An international theater group donated
money to replace the equipment and the
center used excess cash from the donation
to give college scholarship money to youth
using the center, he added.
The scholarship money is crucial in an
area with 60 percent unemployment, AbuSrour said.

“Their families are not rich. They can’t pay
for the university,” he said. He traced the unemployment problem to the occupation itself.
“People are not poor or don’t work
because they are lazy but because they are
forbidden to go to work because they have
these barriers which… confine them into
their own houses,” Abu-Srour said.
The education backed through scholarships and provided by the Al-Rowwad center
itself is crucial in the struggle for a just
settlement to the conflict, Abu-Srour said,
because it can open the way for alternatives
to suicide bombing and other violence.
“Education is so much important. It
gives hope to these people… not just (to)
play the Israeli game of despair,” he said.
He summed up what he is seeking
from people in other nations as “solidarity.”
“We don’t want charity from anyone,” he said. “Solidarity is not for humanitarian aid. It’s solidarity for people
to get their dignity.”
For more information about efforts to
help the Al-Rowwad Cultural & Theatre
Training Center, contact Carla Wallace at
(502)-228-9566.
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Since 1915, the Fellowship of Reconciliation in the United States has led
campaigns to obtain legal rights for conscientious objectors, win civil rights for all
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of Purpose, indicating that you agree with FOR goals. To receive more information,
please call 458-8056.
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Part 1: how
to do justice
once a week
by Tom Louderback
This piece – the second half of which
will be published in the next issue — includes
a list of 52 things your congregation can do
for social justice — one for each week of the
year. You’ll see a variety of social actions in
here — service, advocacy, witnessing, financial support, organizing, education, and
prayer. I prepared this list a few months ago
from several sources in the hope that
FORsooth readers would find this information as inspiring as I did in putting it together.
By the way, this list is based on what
I know about Christian religion. FORsooth
readers of other faiths can surely improve
on it based on their inspiring perspectives
and insights. The first half of the list follows.
1. Ask the members of your congregation to pray for people in need every day.
Consider asking them to memorize a short
prayer or inspiring quote such as this one:
“Dear God, teach my heart to share you
love of the poor and oppressed.”
2. Regularly include your concerns for
the poor and oppressed in your worship
service liturgy and announcements.
3. Ask the members of your congregation to read a story or article about people
in need, or watch a film, every week. Discuss it with friends.
4. Vigorously promote special appeals
and make contributions to worthy causes.
5. Ask the members of your congregation to take a walk or a ride through some
of the stressed neighborhoods in our community and to familiarize themselves with
the houses and streets.
6. Canvass the members of your congregation to find out what talents, interests, and
concerns they have. Try to match them to a
list of the volunteer needs in our community
7. Brainstorm ways you can make
social justice an integral part of your
congregation’s religious education programs. Read Ronald J. Sider’s classic book,
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger.
8. Join a social justice network such as
Bread for the World or Oxfam and
participate in their letter writing campaigns.
9. Organize a social justice e-mail
network in your congregation.
10. Purchase books about people in need
and people in other countries for your church
library and religious education programs.
11. Ask the members of your congregation to find a globe or a map, then put
their fingers on a particular country and
spend a few minutes in prayer for the
people of that country.
12. Recruit volunteers for the vigils,
walks, and other social justice events in
our community.
13.Conduct volunteer activities which
personally involve the members of your
congregation in social justice
14. Print the bookmark titled How to
Practice the Generosity of My Faith and
distribute in your congregation. See my
social ministry manual at the web site of
the College Church at St. Louis University.
15. Make a list of famous people who
embody the practice of generosity in their
faith and display the list at church.
16. Conduct a “Hunger Banquet” to
educate your congregation on hunger issues.
Contact Oxfam for more information.
17. Celebrate World Food Day in your
congregation. Contact World Food Day
USA for more information.
18. Celebrate a Day of Caring in your
congregation. Contact National United
Way for more information.
19. Ask the social ministry department of your denomination for advice on
how to develop a social justice strategy for
your congregation. Another source of information is the Advocacy Institute in
Washington, D.C.
20. Conduct a social justice education
program in your congregation such as Hunger No More, Just Generosity, or Just Faith.
Contact Bread for the World, Evangelicals
for Social Action (ESA), or the Office of
Just Faith for more information.
June 2004

Ending the Israeli Occupation
of Palestine IS an American Issue
Call upon the U.S. to be a friend
to both Israelis and Palestinians
at the VIGIL
12 Noon – 1:00 PM each Friday
Corner of 6th Street & Broadway
Louisville, Kentucky
Louisville Committee for Israeli/Palestinian States (502.451.5658)
www.louisvillepeace.org/twostates.html
Fellowship of Reconciliation (FOR)/Louisville Chapter (502.458.8056)
www.louisville-for.org
American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC)/Kentucky Chapter (502.893.9828)
www.adckentucky.com

21. Reflect on the many reasons why you
participate in worship services. Make a list.
22. Read and discuss the 64 passages
in The Bible about the liberation of the poor
and oppressed and God’s love of the poor
and oppressed. Make a list and display it in
church. See the book, Opting for the Poor
by Peter J. Henriot, SJ.
23. Organize a prayer circle in your
congregation.

24. Recognize the volunteer accomplishments of your congregation and its
individual members.
25.Ask the members of your congregation to volunteer as family groups. By
combining the efforts of parents, siblings,
children, and others, they can assemble
more time to give.
26. Ask the professionals in your
parish, such as the doctors, nurses, lawyers,

para-legal assistants, certified public
accountants, architects and engineers to
consider the opportunities for offering probono services.
Part two (ideas 27 through 52) will run
in the next issue. The writer is an alumnus of
the Just Faith program and a volunteer for
social justice organizations. You can contact
him at tlouderback11@hotmail.com.
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Kaufman gives flawed but sweeping look at social ills
Ideas for Action:
Relevant Theory for
Radical Change
by Cynthia Kaufman; South End Press;
2003; 339 pages

Reviewed by Tracy McLellan
Form the loftiest and most spiritual to
the lowest and meanest, everything about our
society revolves around the profit motive,
which is to say capitalism. There is no price
too steep to be paid – environmentally, for
example, or in the neglect and suffering of
our compatriots, in foreign wars waged to
maintain and consolidate U.S. power and
influence – so long as it doesn’t interfere with
the sacrosanct right to gain. Sometimes it
seems capitalism is the most indestructible of
values, America’s raison d’etre. It is a value
so ingrained as to be taken for granted and
scarcely identified as a choice we make as
individuals and as a people.
It often seems to me all suffering is
directly traceable to the profit motive, to
capitalism. Yet capitalism, along with democracy and freedom, has somehow become one of our society’s highest values.
Indeed, capitalism, freedom and democracy have become so inexticably intertwined as to be thought of as one.
Ideas for Action is a tool that can help
start the unraveling of a conceptual prison
that is propelling us to apocalypse. Sometimes an idea is so obvious it takes genius to
express it. So it is with Kaufman’s observation that historically, it is only with capitalism that the whole idea of an “economy”
exists outside of and independent of all other
sociological parts of a society. Actually
Kaufman is here riffing off of ideas of Howard
Zinn and a mid-twentieth century work of
economist Karl Polanyi: “In non-capitalist
societies it doesn’t even make sense to say
they have an economy. There is no clear
separation between political, economic, familial, and religious parts of life…only in a
capitalist society does a market become something with a degree of autonomy from other
social processes…with capitalism, we begin
to talk about the economy as if it were a
machine that must be treated in certain ways
for it to be able to keep working. Other social
goods become subordinated to ‘what’s good
for the economy.’ We become enslaved to its
needs rather than seeing it as something we
use for our needs. The freedom of the economy
becomes more important than the freedom of
those depending on the economy.”
As Kaufman notes, this transformation has huge implications for how life is
lived under capitalism.
Kaufman’s compelling observations
of capitalism alone are worth the price of
admission to this book. Previously I had at
best an inchoate sense of many of the ideas
and histories of capitalism Kaufman narrates in full, and had never grasped many of
their profound implications. I’ve had my
fair share of intimacy with poverty, and
experienced first hand or witnessed close
in others the vast suffering caused by
capitalism’s competition, selfishness, gross
disparities of income, and culture polluted
throughout by commondification and wars
of conquest. Before this book I had never
known these ills as engendered almost totally and wholly by capitalism.
How is it that something as unnatural as
the idea of the “economy” has made so scarce
the idea of something as natural as the idea of
a common humanity? There is no reason, no
theorizing about capitalism, no objectivist
resorts to arguments of reason and laissez
faire that justifies human suffering so that the
free-market remains inviolate. It is markets
and economies that ought to suffer, not human beings. Indeed, markets and economies
by their very nature cannot suffer – only
people can. In truth however, as Kaufman
makes clear throughout the book, what is
really suffering when markets and economies do is the oligarchic, economic elite.
Ideas for Change surveys as much of the
entire panorama of social ills as is possible in
a single book, along with the endless highways and byways of their potential redress. It
distills the analyses and expertise of what the
bibliography shows is more than 200 books
into these 300 pages. I wouldn’t even want to
attempt to understand how Kaufman draws
off an idea from a book here, a couple of
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sentences from another there to produce this
one book. However that is essentially what
she’s done.
There is a strength in this method, in
that we get a rich and diverse contemplation of the social justice landscape, an
expansive look at the problems it presents,
a wide expostulation of what is and isn’t a
problem and why, hugely varied perceptions of the meaning of those problems and
many different approaches to their correct
solution. In that the book reads like a million anecdotes. It is also a weakness.
Kaufman touches upon a thousand different issues, and yet never really seems to
explore one fully. Indeed, I kept waiting
for Kaufman to tell me exactly what was
wrong with the world and what specifically I should do about it. Alas, it was not
to be. Perhaps it is better that way. A real
teacher does not teach you what she knows
so much as she rather leads you to the
threshold of your own understanding.
Kaufman herself says that “one of the
premises of this book has been that there
are a variety of social problems that can all
be challenged separately but that interact
with one another in countless ways.” This
observation too might fall into the category

of being so obvious as to be genius. I hardly
think any of us would object to its validity.
Maybe for that reason she felt it incumbent
to wander as far afield as she did. She
exhibits a wide understanding of diverse
peoples and movements and many different divisions and subgroups thereof and
suggests almost as many different ways of
approaching problems.
Gender and the many facets of feminism
rightfully play a prominent part in this narrative. Another simple almost obvious observation of Kaufman’s bordering on genius
was her pointing out of the subtle differences
in the ways men and women are raised and
treated in our world. Men are allowed, indeed
expected to think of themselves as doers, as
subjects and authors of their lives. Women on
the other hand are taught, often implicitly,
that theirs is to be an object, especially one of
beauty, and a receiver of action. This too I
think I had sensed before, but I hadn’t realized the profound implications. Kaufman
makes these differences and the pain they
cause clear.
Kaufman dwells on Marxian thought
long enough for the reader to understand
that his ideas of economy per se were ripe
for their historical moment, and of a singular intellect. Many of them were simple
observations of the mechanical and inescapable realities of economy, rather than
those that are described by knee-jerk defenders of capitalism and anti-communism
as the product of totalitarianism.

Kaufman’s expostulation of Marxist
thought makes that inevitable for any reader
who brings truthseeking sincerity to the
reading. The anarchist Antonio Gramsci
also provides much food for thought for his
ruminations on class, culture, authority
and social reform.
The different varieties of racism and
their consequences, environmental justice,
revolution vis-à-vis reform, shifting targets and alliances, the examination of goals
and the means for achieving them and
possible obstacles, cultural politics, utopia, structure and organization, Foucault’s
theory of power are only several of the vast
subject matter touched upon here.
This is a work of tenacity, sweat, and
rolled-up sleeves more than it is a blazing
flash of genius, although as noted there are
flashes of that. For that I think it will reside
in the mind lighter and longer, even unconsciously than would a more brilliant work.
This is a work by a friend and fellow
activist; someone whom you would sit
next to at a steering committee meeting,
stand close to at a protest, or listen to
intently in a classroom. For that, it’s a
tough book, and not always a pleasant read.
I would very much recommend this book,
and suggest to buy it if for no other reason
than charity. Such charity is not charity at
all but solidarity.
Contact the reviewer at
tracymclellan@netzero.com.
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Will workers survive possible grocery chain collapse?
Small mom-and-pop grocery stores,
years ago, could compete with supermarkets only by opening early and closing late,
and offering personal service. Then along
came chains like Convenient and SevenEleven, with similar service, followed by
the mega-markets staying open 24 hours a
day/7 days per week.
Now the big supermarkets are trying
to kill each other. Winn-Dixie, itself a
product of mergers in 1945 and 1955, can’t
compete, it seems, against Kroger. Kroger
is, in turn, fighting for its life against
Meijers, and they’re all quaking in their
boots at Wal-Mart’s rabidly approaching
tidal wave of low prices and convenience
(if you will excuse the mixed metaphor).
As a result of this unplanned economy
and senseless competition, ten thousand
Winn-Dixie workers will be unemployed
within the next year, and 156 of its 1,078
stores will become dust collectors. Its stunning $79.5 million second fiscal quarter
loss, followed by shareholder lawsuits, have
turned this non-union giant floater into a
thrashing flailing swimmer in a whitewater
rapid of corporate greed.
It remains to be seen if Winn-Dixie
can generate adequate liquidity and cash
flow to survive. Let’s hope the workers to
be terminated can generate adequate liquidity and cash flow to survive.
There is important resistance to Wal-

Mart’s blitzkrieg. This column has reported
on the city of Inglewood, California not
allowing Wal-Mart to build a store. Now
comes the Chicago City Council with the
audacity to postpone a vote on a zoning
change that would permit Wal-Mart to
open two stores.
But life is not so simple. Wal-Mart
may devastate all nearby businesses where
it locates, but, in Chicago at least, the poor
and African American wards where the
stores would locate would wind up with
600 jobs. If this is myopic in looking at the
wider picture (some say the new stores will
displace more workers there now than the
new jobs to be created), it nonetheless is a
factor, sad to say. Hey, what if organized
labor got all its unions together, swore off
turf wars, and put in the money and people

power to unionize Wal-Mart?
Once upon a time, Bell Telephone was
a monopoly. Litigation, and pressure from
below, forced the company to break up into
little Bells. These Baby Bells have grown
into behemoths in their own right. One of
them, SBC Communications, has not been
appreciated by its workforce.
Last month 100,000 of these
employees in 13 states (Texas, Arkansas,
California, Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana,
Kansas, Michigan, Missouri, Nevada, Ohio,
Oklahoma and Wisconsin) struck for a preplanned and announced four days. The
target? Proposed raises in healthcare costs.
A friend who is a CWA member analyzed it this way: “We didn’t lose anything,
and it was mostly a success. The strike was
short, losses were not egregious, workers
have become emboldened for a (possible)
future strike, and there were reasonable concessions (as against weakening the union).
“(Though insurance) co-pay went up,
the health insurance premium has not
changed. Five year contract is not a plus. But
the feeling on the shop floor is that people got
together and won most of their demands.”
The nature of the telephone industry is
changing. Cell phone usage is cutting sharply
into land line profits, and telephone companies, to survive, must get some of the internet
action and other sources of potential profit.
The union knows this, and so future contract
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negotiations will have to address union access to all areas of SBC business.
Your scribe joined many other people
on May 20 in front of Yum Brands national headquarters in Louisville. Yum
owns Taco Bell and other fast-food
chains; I am told the total number of its
restaurants exceeds McDonalds’.
The national stockholders meeting was
taking place here, and the demonstrators
were intent that these guardians of greasy
grub know about the Immokalee, Florida
tomato pickers, on whom Taco Bell relies
for its tomatoes. Farmworkers from Florida
honored us with their presence, as did
church and civic officials from different
parts of the country.
Greeting us were 45 city police, wearing their uniforms, most of whom were
stationed on company property, standing
behind a recently-erected chain link fence.
Would the cost of paying all these
police, putting up cameras to surveil unarmed peaceful protesters have been better
directed toward paying the pickers a decent wage? Viva la causa!
The SOLVE Act (Safe, Orderly, Legal
Visa and Enforcement Act of 2004) was
introduced by Sen. Ted Kennedy (Mass.),
Rep. Bob Menendez (New Jersey), Rep.
Luis Gutierrez (Illinois) and House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi. It enables
permanent residency and eventual
citizenship to many immigrants, helps clear
the backlog of millions of family-based
immigrant applications, among other
helpful provisions.
Will our Kentucky senators and representatives care enough to support this legislation? I, unfortunately, know the answer.
The Louisville Courier-Journal, May
23, carries a New York Times story about
the illegal trafficking in organ transplants.
It quotes Brazilian Orley de Santana, a 26
year old laborer: “In order not to have to
steal or kill, I thought it better to sell my
kidney.” And who among us will dare say
the free-market system is exploitative?
Contact Ira Grupper at Irag@iglou.com.
He included this note to people who send
items for this column: Thank you for your
interest. Only those items that include the
source, and documentation, however, can be
considered for inclusion.

SUMMER SHALOM DINNERS
Beginning Wednesday, June 2, 2004, at 6:30 p.m. Douglass Boulevard Christian Church is holding a five-week
lecture series on current issues affecting the Global community. Free dinner and childcare will provided.

June 16, 2004
“Tackling the World of HIV/AIDS Crisis”
Dr. Anna Huang, Assistant Professor of Medicine,
University of Louisville, Division of Infectious Disease,
Medical Director, WINGS Clinic

June 23, 2004
“Providing Relief to a Hurting World”
Rev. Johnny Wray, Director of the Week of Compassion

June 30, 2004
“Reconciliation Does the Body and Soul Good”
Rev. Shauna Linn McGhee, Associate Minister of
Douglass Boulevard Christian Church

Previously held as part of the series:
June 2, 2004
“Addressing the Global Housing Crisis”
Dick Burks, Habitat for Humanity

June 9, 2004
“Healthy Eating for a Healthy World”
Jennifer Beaird Rubenstein, EarthSave of Louisville

June 2004

Fight anti-gay
amendment
(continued from page 1)
“Our family has suffered because we are
denied the same rights and responsibilities
that folks who have a civil marriage license
have,” Arms and Chaney said in the release.
Another goal of the NO campaign
will be to publicize stories from people
around the state who would be hurt by
the amendment.
“National polls have shown that a
major deciding factor for many Americans
on this issue is whether they know an
openly gay or lesbian individual,” the
release said.
A website is to be launched soon to
give people a chance to share their stories of discrimination and to talk about
how the amendment would hurt them,
the release said. Its address is
www.NOamendmentKY.com.
“The challenge of this campaign will not
be to convince voters that discrimination is
wrong, but to build a big enough team to do
the hard work of getting those voters to the
polls on election day,” Reece said. “I know
that my fellow Kentuckians are fair minded
and do not want to vote for discrimination to
be added to our constitution.”
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God said ‘well done’ as dedicated activist called home
by Gracie Lewis
On Saturday April 17, Jesus sent his
angels on a divine mission to bring
Roosevelt Roberts home. His purpose in
this life was finished! I can hear our Lord
and Savior say, “Well done my good and
faithful servant!” Jesus said, come on up, I
did do as I said I would, he said “I’m going
to prepare a place for you, and where I am,
you shall be also.”
Roosevelt had a long history of
involvement in the new civil rights
movement. He died on the battlefield telling
local air quality regulators, we want “zero
emissions.” Roosevelt centered his life
around the Rubbertown Emergency Action
(REACT) Committee and the struggle
against “environmental racism.” Roosevelt
laid down his life to save the life of his
friends living on the fence line. There is no
greater love!
There are many people in the
Rubbertown area who are currently suffering from respiratory problems from breathing toxic air pollution. Families have witnessed firsthand their loved ones suffering
and subsequently dying from cancer in
Rubbertown. Roosevelt was
awakened all times of the night
receiving calls from people
smelling strange odors coming from Rubbertown plants.
He got up, along with Tim
Duncan, and went on the
“bucket brigade” to determine
if it was 1,3 budadiene. This
chemical is considered a cancer causing chemical.
He showed courage at
extraordinary times. Roosevelt
and Mrs. Roberts marched,
side-by-side after the shooting
death of James Taylor. They
staged an economic boycott
for justice. On January 3, 19year-old Michael Newby, was
shot and killed under the guise
of an “immediate threat.”
Roosevelt and Dorothy rose to
the occasion, organizing the
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powerless to take a stand. So if you wonder
why Roosevelt was smiling when you
viewed his body, it’s real clear. He’s sitting
at the ”Welcome Table” with our Father

saying, “No Justice, No Peace!”
So Dorothy, family and friends weep
not for Roosevelt, his mission was finished!
Peace be unto you!

The writer is a member of Rubbertown
Emergency Action (REACT) and the Newby
Network, a group working for reforms in
police use of force.

Take a short trip to work for disarmament
Attend these events in East Tennessee
organized by the Oak Ridge Environmental Peace Alliance
Friday, August 6, REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY & NAME READING
6:00-9:00am, gates of Y12 nuclear plant, Oak Ridge
Friday, August 6, PEACE LANTERN CEREMONY
8:15pm - dark, Cherokee Park, Knoxville
Saturday, August 7, NONVIOLENCE WORKSHOP AND STRATEGY SESSION
9:30am - 4:30pm, Church of the Savior, Weisgarber Rd, Knoxville
Sunday, August 8, RALLY, MARCH and ACTION for PEACE
9:30am, Gathering at Bissell Park for march to Y12 Nuclear Weapons Plant, Oak Ridge.
More information available at www.stopthebombs.org or at 865-483-8202

FORsooth

CONSCIENTIOUS
OBJECTION IN THE
NEWS AGAIN
While home on furlough from the Iraq
war, Sergeant Camilo Mejia decided not to
return and is claiming conscientious objector
status. He is the first veteran of the Iraqi war
to do so.
The army, however, is charging him as a
deserter. He states, “They make it seem that if
you don’t support what the government is
doing then you are unpatriotic, and if you
don’t support the war, you don’t support the
troops. I felt that somebody had to come forward and say: ‘I support the troops but I don’t
support the war.’”
After spending six months last year with the Florida National Guard dodging roadside
bombs, mortars and ambushes in Iraq’s Sunni triangle, Mejia concluded that the war was
predicated on a lie, that U.S. forces were not welcome liberators but unwanted occupiers
responsible for the deaths of Iraqis and the destruction of their country.
Mejia’s mother, Maritza Castillo, has appealed for support for her son who is confined
to Fort Stewart, GA and is barred from conducting interviews. On her behalf, the Fellowship
of Reconciliation in Nyack, NY urges that messages of solidarity be sent to Mejia and
protests to the military. (Addresses available from the Nyack office, 845/358-4601)
Mejia is certainly not the first soldier to refuse to return to the war. Even the Pentagon
acknowledges that morale is very low and many have gone AW0L. The Marine Corps alone
registered 1,123 cases of desertion in 2003 and nearly 400 so far this year. Since the start
of the Iraq War, 29,000 troops have called the Central Committee for Conscientious
Objectors for advice.
As information emerges about the torture, rape and abuse of Iraqi prisoners at Abu
Ghraib, and the killing of hundreds of civilians in Fallujah, it becomes critical to support
those troops brave enough to disassociate themselves from this horror.
(Information received from the National Office of the Fellowship of Reconciliation on
May 7, 2004)

PEACE TAX FUND ACT INCHES ALONG
Four new congressional representatives have cosponsored the Religious Freedom
Peace Tax Fund Act (H.R. 2037), bringing the total number to 37. One of these new
cosponsors, CHARLES RANGEL, is the ranking Democrat in the House Ways & Means
Committee, the committee through which the bill must pass.
Also a remarkable new effort is underway in New York. Council member Bill Perkins
has introduced a resolution in support of the Peace Tax Fund. If it passes, imagine the
example it will be to other cities. Those helping to build support include the newly-formed
NYC Peace Tax Fund Working Group, members of Riverside Church, Morningside
Quakers, and the Buddhist Peace Fellowship.
Meanwhile the President’s proposed budget for next fiscal year calls for a $27 billion
increase in military spending zbove the $392 billion he requested last year. This does not
count the additional $50 billion to be requested for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan after
the November elections.
This military spending destroys life not only in Iraq and Afghanistan, but also here in the
United States. The budget will cut funds for low-income housing, child care assistance, job
training and education, environmental protection, juvenile crime prevention and public health.
Thousands of people in the U.S. who cannot in good conscience pay for war would
gladly pay taxes for these social programs. When the Religious Freedom Peace Tax Fund
becomes a reality, this alternative will be available to taxpayers conscientiously opposed to
military violence.
In the meantime, we can help by displaying the new bumpersticker “Taxes for peace
not war!” Or we can show the excellent video, “Compelled by Conscience ($12). Please
remember that contributions are needed to continue this effort.
Contact the National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund, 2121 Decatur Place NW, DC
20008 (202/483-3751) Toll-free: 888/PEACE-TAX.

School
segregation
lives
Thanks for your Brown vs. Board of
Education column (Just Ideas, March 2004
FORsooth), which I read in your excellent
publication when visiting St William Church
in Louisville recently.
Since your column, we’ve had Bill
Cosby’s speech and the resulting controversy.
The schools here in Sonoma County, Cal. are
now segregated by class and along Hispanic/
Anglo lines. I have also just finished obtaining
a Teaching English as a Second Language Certificate at Sonoma State Univ., and the
Linguistics and Anthro Dept. there encourages the academic study of urban languages —
black English, homie Hispanic street language, hip hop, rap, etc.
This is on top of the encouragement of these “languages” by largely white recording
industry execs; I don’t believe they care that 40 percent of black and Hispanic youth live in
poverty, and that the encouragement of dysfunction doesn’t help anything but bottom lines
and academic careers.
Roland James
Santa Rosa, Cal.
June 2004

PLANS ANNOUNCED FOR HIROSHIMA/
NAGASAKI OBSERVANCE
On Friday, August 6, we will have a prayerful reflection at noon in the garden at Christ
Church Episcopal Cathedral, 421 S. Second Street accompanied by the tolling of the bell,
recalling those who died and those who continue to die from the on-going programs of
nuclear-related weapons development.
Later at 8:00 pm on Friday we will have the Japanese Lantern Floating Ceremony at
Cherokee Lake, corner of Lexington Road and Grinstead Drive. Remember to bring a
ground cover to sit on.
On Monday, August 9, remembering the bombing of Nagasaki, we will have the opportunity to view a brand new video. Pax Christi Louisville member, Mary Becker and her daughter,
Holly Becker, will screen their film, “Original Child Bomb” at the Undercroft, Cathedral of the
Assumption, 443 S. Fifth Street,
at 7:30 pm.
Both haunting and visually
FINANCIAL REPORT
beautiful, this film uses archival
footage, photographs, animation
May 2004
andliveactiontorevisittheatomic
bombings of Hiroshima and
BEGINNING BALANCE 4/26/04 ........ $8,426.28
Nagasaki from the point of view
Erik Reinhardt-Vidal trip ...................
655.00
of those who were there and lived
265.00
General Contributions ........................
to describe the devastation. See
TOTAL .................................................... $9,346.28
more about the film at
www.originalchildbomb.com.
EXPENDITURES:
For details, contact Terry
FORsooth Editing ............. $150.00
Taylor at 299-7591, or Jean
FORsooth Printing ........... $246.00
Edwards at 458-8056.
FORsooth Mailing ............ 212.00
FOR National Dues ........... 75.00
KITLAC ............................. 50.00
EJ Printing .........................
8.48
Office Expense .................. 100.74
$842.22
842.22
ENDING BALANCE 5/24/04 ................. $8,504.06
Please make your check
payable to the Fellowship
of Reconciliation. Your
gift is tax deductible.

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO:
Tim Scheldorf, Treasurer
Fellowship of Reconciliation
2917 Beaumont Road
Louisville, KY 40205

St. William Church (continued from page 1)
nuclear arms by helping to organize
Ground Zero meetings and declaring the
church grounds a Nuclear-Free Zone.
Saint William, under the leadership of
Rev. James Flynn, also (beginning with
Advent 1983) became the only parish in
Louisville to participate in the sanctuary
movement, illegally providing safe haven to Central American refugees fleeing persecution from repressive governments supported by the covert actions of
the United States, as an act of conscious
and conscientious civil disobedience.
Refugees were housed in the rectory.
Other acts of global solidarity, focusing
especially on Central America, were the
organization of a local chapter of Pastors
for Peace which illegally sent truckloads of
clothing, school and medical supplies and
building materials south to Central
America, the establishment of a local
chapter of Witness for Peace that sent
delegations to Central American countries
to see first-hand the people’s plight there,
and organizing a Via Crucis (Way of the
Cross) during the last two weeks of Lent.
This last was a march from the Tennessee
border to the Cathedral of the Assumption
focusing on peace and educating people
along the way to the injustice of “our” role
in supporting the Nicaraguan Contras.
Finally, at the end of the 1980s, some
parishioners were among the people who
founded Just Creations and the church gave
its full support to the non-profit store on
Frankfort Avenue with the aim of
supporting artisans and craftspeople in
developing countries worldwide. And the
spirit of progressive social justice has
continued up to the present day, as Saint
William has supported inclusive language
in Church documents, begun meetings on
the Middle East, and opened with
welcoming arms gay, lesbian, and bisexual
members. Saint William has also supported
the Hunger Walk, the AIDS Walk, and
various neighborhood social programs,
establishing in 2000 its Crossroads Ministry
as a retreat center for justice-based learning
and the creation of a new generation of
peacemakers. Adding to Saint William’s

track record is the fact that several of its
initiatives, for example New Directions,
the neighborhood center [GuardiaCare],
and Just Creations, have expanded far
beyond their creator’s bounds.
In the late 1980s, the issue of genderneutral inclusive language caused a conflict
among some parishioners, but everybody
in the church eventually agreed to the
changes and inclusive language is still used
in church services, said Sharan Benton.
Most recently, Saint William has
started the Douglass Loop candlelight
vigils against the war on Iraq. The church
also has been a leading production center
for such peace-friendly signs as “Peace
Is Patriotic,” helped organize the “Imagine America” event which brought Dennis Kucinich to town, initiated Good Friday Walks for Justice and been a major
supporter of Fairness, the campaign to
end sexual orientation and gender identity discrimination.
Furthermore, each November Saint
William is a major supporter of Louisville’s
unique Festival of Faiths, formation
minister Anne Walter having, for example,
made the archdiocese-wide banner for the
opening procession in 2003.
In short, the church at Saint William
has scrupulously lived up to its mission
statement, which for its eloquence and
hopefulness we quote here in its entirety:
“St. William is a peacemaking community
of faith, inspired by our rich tradition of
peace and justice, and empowered by our
joyful celebration of Word and Sacrament.
In that spirit, we continue to be voices that
challenge one another, our church and our
world. We commit ourselves and our
resources to serve the poor and oppressed
far and near and to eliminate the causes of
violence and injustice. We open our hearts
and our doors to all people and hold in high
esteem God’s creative diversity.”
Eustace Durrett, who attended St.
William Church as youth, is an activist for
rail transit. Ike M. Thacker IV has taught
history and computer science at the
university level. Both live in Louisville.
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Calendar for peacemakers
June 13 (Sun) SUNDAY PRAYER VIGIL TO END POLICE
ABUSE, 2:30 pm Every Sunday at Seventh & Jefferson. Call
the Justice Resource Center, 562-6737.
June 13 (Sun) BLOCK PARTY, hosted by Habitat for
Humanity, celebrating 200 houses. Food, Games, House
Tours. Portland United Methodist Center, 1831 Baird Street,
3:00-6:00. Call 583-6599.
June 15-17 (TWT) EMPOWERING THE ANGRY CHILD
FOR POSITIVE LEADERSHIP. Peace Education Program
trainers will provide strategies for working with angry
disruptive youth who are being kicked out of schools and
community centers where they seek refuge. Three-day
workshop, 8:30-4:00, at 318 W. Kentucky St. $100 fee
includes continental breakfast, lunch and training material.
Call 502/589-6583. E-mail: peaceeducation@iglou.com
June 16 (Wed) SHALOM DINNER at Douglass Blvd Christian
Church: “TACKLING THE WORLD OF HIV/AIDS CRISIS” featuring Dr. Anna Huang, UL assustant professor of
Medicine. Douglass Blvd Christian Church, off Bardstown Road.
6:30 pm. Dinner and child care provided. Call 452-2629.
June 17 (Thu) AFFIRMATIVE ACTION: Is It Key to Unlocking Diversity? Noon Lunch sponsored by ACLU, Amicus Club,
featuring Professors Cedric Powell and Russ Weaver of the U
of L Brandeis School of Law. $15, students $10. (with CLE credits
$50). Program free to Amicus Club members plus $12.50 for
lunch. The Inn at Jewish Hospital, 100 E Jefferson St. Reservations required by 6/14. Call 581-9746.
June 17 (Thu) LPAC (Louisville Peace Action Community)
monthly meeting. Douglass Blvd Christian Church, 7:00 pm.
Call Judy Munro-Leighton, 456-6914, Ellen Schagene, 4565288, or Ken Nevitt, 558-9124. pcunity@yahoo.com
www.louisvillepeace.org
June 18 (Fri) NOON VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE
EAST, including a news update. EVERY FRIDAY AT SIXTH
AND BROADWAY, in front of the Federal Court House
(where Senator McConnell’s office is located). We vigil in
solidarity with the “Women in Black” who vigil every Friday
at noon in Israel. Sponsored by the Committee for Israeli/
Palestinian States, the American Arab Anti-Discrimiation
Committee, and the Fellowship of Reconciliation. Call
Beverley Marmion, 45l-5658.
June 18 (Fri) NEWBY NETWORK, West Broadway United
Methodist Church, 3620 W Broadway at Sutcliffe, 5:00 pm.
Call the Kentucky Alliance Against Racist & Political
Repression, 778-8130.
June 20 (Sun) COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN
STATES. First Unitarian Church, 4th & York, 3:00 pm. Call
Beverley Marmion, 451-5658.
June 20 (Sun) WORLD REFUGEE DAY CELEBRATION,
hosted by Kentucky Refugee Ministries. Music by Harry
Pickens and his international choir. Glassworks, 815 W.
Market, 3:00 pm. Call Carol Young, 479-9180, ext. 11.
June 21 (Mon) PRAYER SERVICE FOR PEACE AND
NONVIOLENCE, every Monday at l2:15, followed by a
simple lunch. All welcome. James Lees Memorial
Presbyterian Church, l74l Frankfort Ave. Call 896-0l72.
June 21 (Mon) RESOLVING NEIGHBORHOOD
CONFLICTS: Strategies for Success. Workshop sponsored
by Mayor Jerry Abramson and the Louisville Metro
Department of Neighborhoods. Presented by Just Solutions
Mediation Services at Chestnut Centre, 410 West Chestnut
Street, Suite 608. Call 581-1961.
June 22 (Tue) KENTUCKIANS FOR SINGLE PAYER
HEALTHCARE, Central Presbyterian Church, 4th and
Kentucky, 6:30 pm. Call Kay Tillow, 459-3393. Sign the
petition for HR 676 – Medicare for all at www.cnhpnow.org
June 23 (Wed) SHALOM DINNER at Douglass Blvd Christian
Church: “PROVIDING RELIEF TO A HURTING
WORLD” featuring Rev. Johnny Wray, director of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Week of Compassion
Program. Bardstown Road at Douglass Blvd, 6:30 pm. Dinner
and child care provided. Call 452-2629.
June 27 (Sun) CUBA FILM FESTIVAL, Kentucky Theater, 651
S 4th St, 3:30 pm to benefit the Pastors for Peace US/Cuba
friendshipment caravan. Come out for Cuba! $5-$25 sliding
scale. Sponsors: KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
America and the Caribbean), the Louisville Youth Group and
others. Call 228-7123 or 558-3568.
1) GAY CUBA, directed by Sonja de Vries. Award winning
US/Cuba coproduction. A unique and fascinating portrayal
of a society in the throes of dynamic change. An upbeat and
honest look at the setbacks and successes of gay and lesbian
people in Cuba after the Revolution of 1959.
2) THE GREENING OF CUBA, directed by Jaime Kibben.
Profiles Cuban farmers, organic gardeners and scientists
working to reinvent a sustainable agriculture based on
ecological principles and local knowledge.
June 27 (Sun) F.O.R. STEERING COMMITTEE (Every 4th
Monday). Please note date change for June. Presbyterian
Seminary, 1044 Alta Vista Road, Nelson Hall, #10, 7:30 pm.
Visitors are welcome. Call cochairs, Pat Geier, 456-6586, or
Mary Horvath, 479-9262.
June 28 (Mon) PASTORS FOR PEACE CARAVAN TO
CUBA. Hosted by KITLAC (Kentucky Interfaith Taskforce
on Latin America and the Caribbean). Potluck supper and
presentation at James Lees Memorial Presbyterian Church,
6:30 pm. Call Nancy Jakubiak, 280-9034. E-mail:
nancyjak@hotmail.com. (See flier in this issue of FORsooth.)

June 30 (Wed) SHALOM DINNER at Douglass Blvd Christian
Church: “RECONCILIATION DOES THE BODY AND
SOUL GOOD” featuring Rev. Shauna McGhee, Associate
pastor of Douglass Blvd Christian Church. Bardstown Road
at Douglass Blvd, 6:30 pm. Dinner and child care provided.
(Call 451-2629)
July 4 (Sun) CANDLELIGHT VIGIL FOR PEACE every first
Sunday evening remembering all those suffering from conflicts in the Middle East. Bring a sign or a candle. Bardstown
Road at Douglass Blvd. 7:00-8:00 pm. Sponsored by LPAC
(Louisville Peace Action Community). Call Ken Nevitt, 5589124. E-mail: pcunity@yahoo.com www.louisvillepeace.org
July 8-10 (TFS) JUST CREATIONS CLEARANCE SALE.
Save on overstocked and discontinued items. Discount
increases each day. 2722 Frankfort Ave. (897-7319)

July 12 (Mon) DEADLINE FOR THE JULY/AUGUST
ISSUE OF FORsooth. Please note that the July and
August issues are being combined. Contact George
Morrison, editor, 944-6460. E-mail: klm86@netzero.com
For calendar listings, contact Jean Edwards, 458-8056. Email: edwardsfor@aol.com

July 13-15 (TWT) TRAINING OF EDUCATORS IN
CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND PEER MEDIATION.
Learn how to set up and maintain a school based youth
mediation program, train peer mediators, teach basic conflict
resolution skills. Three-day workshop, 8:30-4:00 daily. Fee
($350 individual, $650 team of two) includes continental
breakfast, lunch and training material. 318 West Kentucky
St. Call Peace Education Program, 502/589-6583. E-mail:
peaceeducation@iglou.com
July 14 (Wed) KITLAC (Ky Interfaith Taskforce on Latin
America and the Caribbean). Presbyterian Seminary. 7:30
pm. Call David Horvath, 479-9262, or Pat Geier, 456-6586.
July 22 (Thu) FORsooth LABELING EXTRAORDINAIRE at
Beverley Marmion’s house. Lend your fingers for one brief hour
to help with this joyous endeavor. 6:30 pm. Call 451-565.
Aug 6 (Fri) HIROSHIMA OBSERVANCE. Noon prayerful
reflection in the garden at Christ Church Episcopal Cathedral,
42l S. 2nd St. Also in the evening, JAPANESE LANTERN
FLOATING CEREMONY at Cherokee Lake, corner of
Lexington Road & Grinstead Drd, 8:00 pm. Save the date.
Call 458-8056.
Aug 9 (Mon) NAGASAKI DAY. New film, “Original Child
Bomb” produced by Mary Becker and her daughter, Holly
Becker. Undercroft, Cathedral of the Assumption, 443 S. Fifth
St., 7:30 pm. Call 458-8056. Save the date.
Sept 26 (Sun) LOUISVILLE AIDS WALK. “Cross the Bridge
to Hope, and Celebrate Life.” More diagnosed HIV cases are
being reported every day among our young men ages 19-22.
The need for money to help find medical treatment, housing,
food, transportation and financial assistance has increased, yet
state and federal funds diminish more each day. Save this date.
Oct 10 (Sun) LOUISVILLE HUNGER WALK. It will be joined
this year by the Louisville Crop Walk team to show support
for the refugee ministries operated by Church World Service.

OUT OF TOWN EVENTS
June 25-27 (FSS) EARTHSPIRIT RISING: A CONFERENCE
CELEBRATING EARTH AS TEACHER. Midway
College, Midway, Ky. Near Lexington, 60 mils east of
Louisville. Featuring author and priest, Diarmuid
O’Murchu, and author and naturalist, Connie Barlow, along
with activists, artists, scientists and educators, exploring our
connection with our environment. Call 502/897-2721.
Earthasteacher@aol.com www;earthspiritrising.org $175
($200 after June 17)
July 18-31 or July 18-Aug 7 TRAVEL TO COLOMBIA TO
VISIT THE F.O.R. PEACE COMMUNITY OF SAN
JOSE de APARTADO and also CACARICA, an AfroColombian community under siege. Our visits will increase
the support and safety of these courageous communities. We
will be represented by Erik Reinhart-Vidal. Contact F.O.R,
2017 Mission St. #305, San Francisco, CA 94110. (415/4956334) Forcolombia@igc.net
July 19 (Mon) DEMOCRATIC PARTY NATIONAL
CONVENTION, Boston. Headquarters in Louisville, 901
Barret Ave. (582-1999)
Aug 5-9 (TFSSM) NATIONAL F.O.R. CONFERENCE, “Organizing the Real Superpower: People of the World
Choose Peace!” Come to Los Angeles for five powerful
days of peacebuilding and justice-making. F.O.R. CELEBRATES ITS 90 TH YEAR OF EXPLORING THE
POWER OF LOVE TO RESOLVE CONFLICT. Occidental College. See www.forusa.org or call 845/358-4601.
Aug 29, 2004 (Sun) REPUBLICAN PARTY NATIONAL
CONVENTION, NYC. Mass Worldwide Protest planned.
E-mail: info@unitedforpeace.org
Sept 4 (Sat) NATIONAL RALLY IN DC: “NO ROOM FOR
POVERTY.” National march to demand a White House
conference aimed at ending poverty in the United States.
Nearly 16 percent of Kentuckians and l0 percent of Indiana
residents live in poverty according to census figures. The
poverty rate in Jefferson County is 12 percent. Local support
for the rally is being coordinated by the Community Action
Partnership. Call Gary Dremhl, 499-2493.

Regular Meeting Times for
Area Organizations
AD HOC COALITION FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION –
(778-8130)
ADDICTION RECOVERY ADVOCATES OF
KENTUCKIANA – 2nd Thursday (585-3375)
AMERICA 2000 DEMOCRATIC CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (451-2155)
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL – 1st Saturday
(637-8951)
BIONEERS / SUSTAINABLE LOUISVILLE –
Tuesdays (336-9440)
BREAD FOR THE WORLD – 2nd Tuesday (239-4317)
CAPA (Citizens Against Police Abuse) –
2nd Thursday (778-8130)
C.E.A.S.E. [Citizens for Equitable Assignment to School
Environments] – (778-9427)
C-SAW (Citizens Standing Against War) –
(548-6845 or 636-5848)
CLARK & FLOYD COUNTIES AIDS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (288-2706)
CLOUT [Citizens of Louisville Organized and Working
Together] -(583-1267)
COMMITTEE FOR ISRAELI/PALESTINIAN STATES
– 3rd Sunday (451-5658)
COMMON CAUSE – 1st Tuesday, every other month
(228-1534)
COMMUNIST PARTY USA – Sunday evenings
(473-2659)
CONVERSATION CAFE – Wednesday evenings
(454-4820)
CONVERSATIONS WITH GOD – Books by Neale
Donald Walsch. 1st Monday (468-2305)
EARTH SAVE LOUISVILLE – 2nd Sunday (569-1876)
FAIRNESS CAMPAIGN – Quarterly community
dialogues and volunteer opportunities (893-0788)
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION –
4th Monday (456-6586 or 583-4670)
GREATER LOUISVILLE SIERRA CLUB –
3rd Tuesday (897-3335)
GREEN PARTY – 1st Tuesday (456-9540)
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – Wednesdays,
Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays (583-6599)
HATE FREE SCHOOLS COALITION –
3rd Thursday (454-3300)
INTERFAITH PATHS TO PEACE –
1st Wednesday (214-7322)
JEFFERSON COUNTY WELFARE REFORM
COALITION – 2nd Friday (585-3556)
JOBS WITH JUSTICE KENTUCKY (625-3724)
JUSTICE RESOURCE CENTER – 3rd Saturday
(774-1116)
KENTUCKIANA FOR KUCINICH – 1st Thursday
(454-4820 or 459-6361)
KENTUCKIANA NATIVE AMERICAN
SUPPORT GROUP (635-2817)
KFTC [KENTUCKIANS FOR THE COMMONWEALTH] –
2nd Monday, jointly with POWER (589-3188)
KY AIDS LIFE ALLIANCE (KALA) –
Every Thursday (479-7884)
KY ALLIANCE AGAINST RACIST & POLITICAL
REPRESSION – 3rd Monday (778-8130)
KY COALITION TO ABOLISH THE DEATH
PENALTY – Last Tuesday (721-8885)
KITLAC (KY INTERFAITH TASKFORCE ON
LATIN AMERICA & THE CARIBBEAN) –
2nd Wednesday (479-9262)
KY RAINBOW/PUSH COALITION – (774-4000)
LESBIAN SUPPORT GROUP – 2nd and 4th Thursdays
(587-6225)
LPAC (LOUISVILLE PEACE ACTION
COMMUNITY) – (558-9124)
LOUISVILLE WOMEN CHURCH –
2nd Sunday (456-5261)
LOUISVILLE YOUTH GROUP – Friday nights
(454-3300), www.louisvilleyouthgroup.org
LOUISVILLIANS IN FAVOR OF EQUALITY
(L.I.F.E.) – Sunday evenings (473-2659)
METRO SWEEP FOR ACCESS – 3rd Tuesday
(895-0866 or 899-9261)
METROPOLITAN HOUSING COALITION –
4th Wednesday (584-6858)
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People) – 3rd Monday (634-1804)
NAMI (National Alliance for the Mentally Ill) –
2nd Monday (245-5287)
PARENTS, FAMILIES & FRIENDS OF LESBIANS
AND GAYS (P-FLAG) – 3rd Sunday (329-0229)
PAX CHRISTI – Last Wednesday (456-9342)
PEACE & COMPASSION BUDDHA CIRCLE/CML –
(451-2193, brozier@bellsouth.net)
PEOPLE’S AGENDA – 2nd Tuesday (778-8130)
POWER [PEOPLE ORGANIZED AND
WORKING FOR ENERGY REFORM] – 2nd Monday,
jointly with KFTC (778-2687)
PROGRESSIVE STUDENTS LEAGUE AT UL –
Every Tuesday (635-1292)
RCRC [Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice] –
(585-3050)
RESULTS (a hunger lobby) – 2nd Saturday (451-4907)
SHADHULIYYAH SUFI SPIRITUALITY GROUP –
Thursday nights (893-6122)
Note: If your group would like to be added to this list
or if information needs to be updated, please let us
know by calling 458-8056.

